Introduction:  RFP Presentation to Freeway Loop Advisory Group

1/16/2004
Slide:  Willamette River in Downtown Portland, Oregon

Slide:  A Proposed I-5 Loop Design Option

Good Morning.  My name is Ernie Bonner.  George Crandall and I are here today representing Riverfront for People.

Slide:  McCall Waterfront Park. 

Riverfront for People is a local citizens’ group formed over 30 years ago to help Tom McCall remove Harbor Drive from the west bank of the Willamette  River.   

Slide:  Eastbank freeway and ramps on Eastside.

More recently we have worked to find ways to move the I-5 Freeway from the East Bank of the river.
We are here today not just to consider a better I-5 freeway loop over the next 20 years.  

Slide:  Our Long Run Vision:  a better Portland in a better region, in 50 years.

We are here to offer a long run vision for a better Portland in a better region over the next 50 years . . .  

Slide:  Proposed Changes in Regional TransportationSystem to Achieve Vision

And to propose changes to our regional transportation system needed to achieve that vision.

Slide:  A 50-Year Vision

This vision does not hope to specify what the Portland region will be in 2003.  
Can you remember 50 years ago?  it is 1953.  You are in the first grade at Buckman Elementary.   President Eisenhower has begun his first term.  The Interstate highway legislation is still 3 years away.  Lloyd Center will open in about 7 years.  And you are trying to predict what the Portland region might be like in 50 years—in 2003.  Good Luck. 

Looking ahead 50 years is not a game for sissies.  And you can’t expect to find a lot of agreement among those who do look ahead. 

Slide:   Our region is expecting a lot of growth in the next 50 years.

But virtually everyone agrees that there will be continuing growth of jobs and households in this region.  In fact, Metro expects to grow at a rate which would double jobs and households in the coming 50 years.
Slide:  Where will that growth go?

Where will this growth go?  More important:  Where do we want that growth to go?  Metro, with guidance from the jurisdictions and residents of the region, has developed an answer to that question—the 2040 Urban Growth Concept. 

Slide:  The Urban Growth Concept.

This concept calls for a moderate expansion of the urban growth boundary . . . 

Slide:  Regional and Town Centers 

and assumes that growth will be directed into designated Regional and Town Centers, Corridors and Neighboring Cities.  

This is the region’s vision.

Slide:  The Central City in the Regional Plan

What is the vision for the Central City of this region?

Slide:  The 800 Pound Gorilla

The Central City is a major jobs center in the region, and the Regional Framework Plan assumes that it will continue to be so.  

Slide:  Expected Growth in the Central City over the next 50 years
Metro expects a significant increase in Central City jobs over the next 20 years, in line with the growth of the region as a whole.

Slide:  Continued growth to the year 2050

If this expected rate of growth is extended through the year 2050, jobs in the Central City will double. 

Note that households are expected to triple, but the imbalance between jobs and housing continues to grow.

Two important points need to be made here.

Slide:  A better balance between jobs and housing in the Central City will lead to fewer and shorter work trips.

First, a better balance between jobs and housing in the Central City would lead to fewer and shorter peak hour work trips--and less peak hour burden on our transportation system.  If you’re living and working in the Central City, you’re not commuting in and out at peak hours every working day. 

Slide:  Expected Growth in the Central City over the next 50 years


Riverfront for People suggests more housing in the Central City.

Slide:  No matter how much you want that growth, you will not get it without significant public and private expenditures, of the right kind.

Second.  This considerable growth is clearly what the City wants, but it will not appear magically in our Central City.

It will take a lot of hard work, long-term commitment by the region, and significant public and private investments, of the right kind.  

In short, the Central City is going to have to be more competitive. 

How to Build A More Competitive Central City
How can we make the Central City more competitive?  

Riverfront for People proposes a four-step program to that end.

Slide:  1.  A place for people to live as well as work 

The Central City has by far the greatest imbalance between jobs and households in the region.

Slide:  A better balance between jobs and housing
More housing in the Central City will lead to what we really want—fewer and shorter work trips.  This will help us maintain the capacity of our regional transportation system.

Slide:  Mixed Use, the Knowledge Economy and Housing Prohibitions

With the right investments in workforce housing and in public amenities, both younger and older households will find the Central City a desirable place to live and work.  Current prohibitions against housing in the Central City will work against the region’s long run vision.

Slide:  2.  The Central City must be opened to the river. 

Slide:  The Willamette River
The Willamette River is a major feature of the Central City and can be a powerful  asset--adding to the competitive advantages enjoyed by the Central City in the location of both jobs and people.  

The Central City Districts of the West Side are already using the river to good advantage, both in their developments and in their plans.

On the East Side, the river is still only a vague presence, hidden behind the railroad and the freeway.  

The Eastbank Esplanade provides the best connections to the water of any Central City location, but remains remote from the neighborhoods of the eastside.  

Slide:  River Renaissance Vision
The River Renaissance Vision, adopted by the City in 2001, provided strong guidance to us with respect to river access, calling for: 

“A connection between new and existing neighborhoods to and across the river, through rails, trails, bikeways, street, and view corridors . . .”

Slide:  A Revitalized Waterfront  

The River Renaissance Vision also called for ‘reconfiguration of the I-5 Freeway’ and ‘revitalization of the eastside waterfront.’

Slide:  3.  The Central City must maintain its links to the whole region.  

Central City Portland is fundamentally linked to the entire region.  This connection must be enhanced and maintained.  The trick:  Can we do this without setting up a need for acres of new parking facilities in the Central City?  

Slide:  The regional transportation system
This requires major new investments in transit for peak hour commuting, and

substantial ongoing investments in maintenance and renovation of the existing freeway system.

Slide:  4.  Connections within the Central City must be strengthened

Ready access from one district of the Center to all others will greatly enhance the locational advantages of all districts in the Central City.

Slide:   Connections
Connections across the river and a streetcar loop will tie all districts together.

Slide:  Becoming a More Competitive Central City

Appendixes 

 Expected Jobs and Households, Metro Region, 1990 to 2050

	
	1990
	2000
	2010
	2020
	2030
	2040
	2050

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Jobs  (000)
	723.9
	866.9
	926.6
	986.2
	1,122.0
	1,257.4
	1,392.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Households   (000)
	410.9
	480.0
	561.0
	642.1
	720.0
	804.1
	880.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Sources:  Metro Region 2040, Decisions for Tomorrow, 1994; 1990 US Census; Metro TAZ Allocations;



Ernie Bonner
Estimated Jobs and Households in Central City Districts, 2000 and 2020

	
	Households
	Jobs

	Central City
	2000
	2020
	2000
	2020

	
	
	
	
	

	Downtown
	5,363
	10,305
	105,943
	146,139

	River District
	1,893
	5,066
	16,688
	25,182

	Lloyd District
	2,568
	3,944
	25,189
	37,968

	Central Eastside
	1,036
	1376
	17,298
	20,428

	So. Waterfront
	266
	1,550
	5,457
	11,091

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	11,126
	22,241
	170,575
	240,808

	Source:  Metro allocation of Jobs and Households to Transportation Analysis Zones.
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